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New at www.ATJsupport.org

ATJ Chairs Meeting. Over 120 state bench and bar leaders from 40 states and
the District of Columbia attended the seventh annual National Meeting of State
Access to Justice Chairs on Friday, May 9, in Minneapolis. Minnesota Chief
Justice Russell Anderson welcomed the group and New Hampshire Chief Justice
John Broderick, Jr., gave an inspiring keynote address, laying out a national
agenda for expanding access to civil justice (text available at
www.ATJsupport.org). Next year's meeting is scheduled for Saturday, May
16, 2009, in Orlando. Save the date!

New State Funding for Alaska and Alabama (...Now There are Three). Alaska
and Alabama have joined the ranks of states receiving state legislative funding,
leaving only three states that do not receive state funding. The Alabama Access
to Justice Commission has obtained a $200,000 appropriation for civil legal
services, the first legislative appropriation ever received by Alabama's legal aid
providers. The Alaska Legal Services Corporation has also received an
appropriation of $200,000, the first state appropriation in several years. The only
states not currently receiving state funding are Wyoming, Idaho, and South
Dakota. So far, the 2008 legislative session is yielding mixed results, with some
victories (a major filing fee increase in Virginia and modest increases in
Colorado, the District of Columbia, and New Mexico) offset by reductions in other
states. A more detailed state-by-state report will follow in the next update.

Senate Hearing on "Justice Gap." The Senate Judiciary Committee held a
hearing on May 22 on "Closing the Justice Gap: Providing Civil Legal Assistance
to Low-Income Americans." Senator Ben Cardin presided. Witnesses included
Judge Lora Livingston on behalf of the ABA, LSC President Helaine Barnett and
Board Member Jonann Chiles, NLADA President Jo-Ann Wallace, Brennan
Center for Justice Deputy Director Rebekah Diller, and Maryland Legal Aid
Bureau Executive Director Wilhelm Joseph. A link to written testimony and a web
cast of the hearing is available at www.ATJsupport.org.

ABA Day. On April 16-17, hundreds of lawyers from around the country
converged on Washington to lobby Congress to make equal justice a reality by
supporting increased funding for the Legal Services Corporation. This year all 53
members of the National Conference of State Bar Presidents (representing the
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bars of all 50 states, DC, Puerto Rico, and the Virgin Islands) signed a letter to
Congressional appropriators requesting that LSC receive no less than $400
million for 2009, a $50 million increase over current levels.

New Hawaii Access to Justice Commission. Effective May 1, the Supreme
Court of Hawaii has created an Access to Justice Commission, to be chaired by
Associate Justice Simeon Acoba. The new Commission will hold its first meeting
soon. Creation of the Commission was one of the ten action steps recommended
in the report Achieving Access to Justice for Hawai'i's People, issued last
November.

Special Issue of Washington State Bar News. The May 2008 issue of the
Washington State Bar News was devoted to Access to Justice. Articles included
an introduction by Chief Justice Gerry Alexander, "Access to Justice 101" by
State Bar Association President Stan Bastian, and features on the state plan for
civil legal aid, resource development, and pro bono.

MIE Journal Special Feature. The Spring 2008 MIE Journal, a publication for
legal aid program managers, is dedicated to a special feature on "Access to
Justice Commissions and Initiatives." Sixteen articles plus additional resource
materials are included. Copies of the Journal are available at a special reduced
rate to Access to Justice Commissions. Contact Patricia Pap at ppap@me-i-e.org.

Mississippi ATJ Hearings. On April 18, the Mississippi Access to Justice
Commission launched the first of a series of hearings on access to civil justice to
be held in each U.S. Congressional District in the state. The first hearing, held in
Gulfport, was hosted by Rep. Gene Taylor. Members of the listening panel
included Rodger Wilder, President-elect of the Mississippi Bar, judges,
legislators, and local attorneys and community leaders.

New Mexico Mandatory Pro Bono Reporting. The New Mexico Supreme Court
has adopted a new pro bono rule, which includes a mandatory reporting
requirement. The rule also sets an aspirational goal for pro bono service or
alternatively, a financial contribution to a legal aid program, and includes a table
for determining the appropriate minimum financial contribution when the
aspirational goal is not met.

Ohio Local Pro Bono Committees. The Ohio State Bar Association has formed
a task force to establish a statewide network of locally based pro bono
committees, one in each judicial appellate district.

Colorado ATJ Report and Recommendations. The Colorado Access to Justice
Commission has released The Justice Crisis in Colorado, a report and
recommendations based upon the series of ten hearings held around the state
last fall on access to justice. The report documents an enormous unmet legal
need that places burdens on the courts and cannot be met by pro bono
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attorneys. Among the recommendations are development of a four-year plan to
increase funding for legal aid, as well as increased salaries for legal aid lawyers
and continued efforts to expand pro bono and services for self-represented
litigants. The report has been submitted to the Legislature, the Supreme Court,
Governor's Office and the State Bar.

Model Right to Counsel Statute. A task force of the California Access to Justice
Commission has drafted the "State Basic Access Act," a model statute creating a
right to counsel in civil cases where high-priority human needs are at stake,
except where less expensive forms of assistance are sufficient to provide fair and
equal access to justice. This new draft implements many of the policy choices
reflected in the ABA Civil Right to Counsel resolution.

Colorado Supreme Court Pro Bono Honors. The Colorado Supreme Court
has recognized the law firms, solo practitioners, and in-house counsel who
achieved the goal of providing 50 hours of pro bono service per lawyer set by the
Supreme Court's Pro Bono Commitment Program. The program was established
by the Supreme Court and the Colorado Access to Justice Commission. This
year the number of firms and attorneys meeting the goal doubled over last year.

ATJ Commission Reports. New in the Resource Center Document Library are
annual reports from the Arkansas Access to Justice Commission, the District of
Columbia Access to Justice Commission, and the New Mexico Access to Justice
Commission, and an updated "List of Accomplishments 2001-2008" from the
Texas Access to Justice Commission. (Search by state name on "Documents
and Resources" page at www.ATJsupport.org).

Launch of Self-Represented Leadership and Educational Packet at Court
Solutions Conference. The Court Solutions Conference, to be held in Baltimore
on September 8-10, will include a special track on Self-Represented Litigants,
focused on presentation of a "solutions module" packet which can be customized
for use in any state. The packet consists of modules on some 15 key issues.
Each module introduces the core concept, gives examples of successful
implementation, describes the impact on access and efficiency, and describes
the concrete steps necessary to implement it. There will be a focus on low-cost
and easy-to-deploy innovations that will have a speedy and broad impact. State
Supreme Courts have been invited to send planning teams. The conference is
open to the Access to Justice community and individuals may register on their
own, although there are advantages to registering as part of a state team. For
additional information, go to www.courtsolutions.org.

California Judicial Task Force on Family Law. The California Judicial Council
has created a Task Force on Family Law, chaired by Appeals Court Justice
Laurie Zelon, charged with creating new family law rules. Chief Justice Ron
George, noting that the vast majority of family law cases involve self-represented
litigants, said that the task force was created to develop rules that are easy to
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understand and comply with, and that preserve and increase access to justice
while allowing cases to be handled as quickly and fairly as possible.

California Guidelines for Self-Help Centers. The California Administrative
Office of Courts has promulgated Guidelines for the Operation of Self-help
Centers in California Trial Courts, applicable to all court-based self-help centers,
whether operated by the courts or another entity. The guidelines implement a
new rule that specifies that support for self-represented litigants as a core
function of the courts.

Consumer Federation of America Support for Legal Aid, Self-Help Centers,
IOLTA Comparability. Among the 2008 Policy Resolutions of the Consumer
Federation of America are support for increased funding for civil legal assistance,
court self-help centers, and IOLTA revenue enhancement, including
comparability.



