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GUARDIANSHIP OF INCAPACITATED PERSON AND ESTATE  
Items listed below are needed to start this type case: 

 Petition for Guardianship of Incapacitated Person form (NHJB-2165-P) 
 Criminal Record Release Authorization form (DSSP256) for each proposed guardian.  This form 

may also be requested for each adult living in the household with the proposed ward. 
 Department of Health and Human Services Record Release Authorization form (NHJB-2171-FP) for 

each proposed guardian.  This form may also be requested for each adult living in the household 
with the proposed ward. 

Other items that may be needed: 
 Appointment of Resident Agent form (NHJB-2120-P) is needed if you are the person requesting to 

be Guardian and not a New Hampshire resident.  
 Request for Waiver of Personal Appearance form (NHJB-2168-P) must be filed if the proposed ward 

cannot appear in court. 
 Petition and Affidavit for Expedited Hearing form (NHJB-2169-P) must be filed if a Guardianship is 

needed for emergency circumstances. 
 If Power of Attorney is checked yes for question # 10 on the Petition of Guardianship of 

Incapacitated Person form, a copy of the Power of Attorney should be filed. 
 If Living Will is checked yes for question # 11 on the Petition of Guardianship of Incapacitated 

Person form, a copy of the Living Will should be filed.  
 Photo identification may be required. 

How much will this cost? 
 Filing fee of $220.00 

NOTE:  Unless found indigent, the ward will be liable for any attorney’s fees.  If the court appoints 
an attorney and the petitioner withdraws the case, the petitioner may be liable for the attorney’s 
fees.  

What happens next? 
 You will receive an Orders of Notice packet in the mail.  This document will provide you with the 

date, time and place of the hearing.  
 The court will set the bond amount. You will need to file a Fiduciary Bond form (NHJB-2137-P) if a 

personal bond without sureties is required.  You will need to contact an insurance agency if a bond 
with sureties is required.  

 A Certificate of Appointment will be issued when the court approves all documents filed, including 
the bond.  A decree will also be issued outlining the rights and responsibilities of the guardian.  

 Inventory of Fiduciary form (NHJB-2125-P) must be filed within 90 days from the date you are 
appointed as Guardian.  

 Annual Report of the Guardian of the Person-Adult form (NHJB-2166-P) must be filed one year from 
the date you are appointed as Guardian. The Guardian must file this form each year the 
guardianship remains open. 

 Guardian’s/Conservator’s Accounting form (NHJB-2160-P) must be filed one year from the date you 
are appointed as Guardian. The Guardian must file this form each year the guardianship remains 
open. 

Forms and Instructions are available at any NH Circuit Court – Probate Division 
or at 

www.courts.state.nh.us/probate 
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